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MID-YEAR UPDATE NEWSLETTER
Attention all BPOA members and interested parties. A primary goal of the
BPOA Board of Trustees is to provide ongoing service and information for
maintaining the highest level of a preferred lifestyle on the Barrier
Island. This mid-year update newsletter represents a review of the areas of
interest that are currently being pursued by the Board of Trustees.
If you have any specific questions or would like to offer any
recommendations to be included in the goals of the BPOA, you may contact
the BPOA office or any trustee via telephone: 561-276-2632 or via e-mail:
admin@bpoa-drb.com.
We appreciate your interest and support. Please feel free to pass on this
newsletter to your neighbors and encourage them to join the BPOA.

Administrative Assistant
Fran Katz

Serving residents of the beachfront since 1967

Special Feature

RISING SEA LEVELS AND COASTAL FLOODING

T

he Board of Trustees has long
been concerned with the effects
of rising ocean levels on protection of
properties and their values, flood
insurance costs for our members, and
the quality of life on the barrier island.
We have continuously worked to
educate our membership on the
technical issues involved and have
worked with the city officials to ensure
that actions to protect our entire city
at the regional and city levels.
Background details of the rising waters
issues and actions undertaken are
provided below.
The coastal communities in South
Florida have been experiencing
greater damage and disruption due to
flooding than has been the case in the
past. The flooding we have observed
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on the barrier island occurs both
during storms as well as on blue-sky
days. Several times a year, and for
several days each time, we have seen
streets flooded and homes damaged
due to high waters associated with
King Tides. When this occurs, salt
water from the ocean rises to high
levels in the Intracoastal Waterway
overtopping some sea walls and
bubbling up through stormwater
drains onto our streets, and making
normal drainage of water from rain
more difficult. Flooding has been
repeatedly observed in lower
elevation areas close to the
Intracoastal, such as the Seagate
neighborhood, the east-west streets
just north of Linton, the Vista Del Mar
area, the Atlantic Dunes parking lots,
and the historic districts of Nassau
Street and the Marina District. Other more-western
areas of Delray Beach also experience flooding but
mostly during heavy rain storms, especially when high
tides on the ocean and the Intracoastal prevent
efficient draining of the storm water.

Veterans Park, September 2015

Tidal gauges that have been in operation for more
than 100 years have shown continuous increases in
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sea levels all along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the
state. The rate of rising ocean levels has also been
measured to have increased in the last few decades
and is occurring on a global scale. By observing
nearby communities located at slightly lower
elevations, such as Miami Beach, we
have seen that these problems can
become much greater in Delray Beach
in the next one or two decades.
We are fortunate to be slightly
higher in elevation than Miami Beach
and other nearby communities and to
also have a strong vegetated dune
system. The ancient coral ridge running
nearly parallel to Ocean Blvd., and our
beach and dune system, serve as the
first line of defense against storm surge
for landward properties. It is also
important that beach sand is being
maintained at safe levels through a
beach
renourishment
program
initiated in 1973. The dune system has
been in place and growing since
shortly after beach renourishment
began. The city began to populate the
western end of the beach with native
vegetation to reduce sand loss and to
serve as a mechanism to naturally elevate and
strengthen the dune.

These very successful programs
have greatly increased the future
sustainability of our beach area and
the entire city. We saw the great
protective benefit of our dune system
during the stormy weather associated
with Hurricane Sandy. The moderate
storm surge and associated waves did
eat away at approximately 20 feet of
our dunes. The dunes acted as a shock
absorber for the storm’s wave action
and did their job as designed. We did
not suffer any damage to Ocean Blvd.
from the storm surge as was the case
repeatedly prior to the 1970’s. Other
communities located from just south
of us and all the way north to New
England that did not have healthy
dune systems experienced major
losses to infrastructure and private
property. Fort Lauderdale, lacking a dune system,
experienced a major flooding event and lost part of
their A1A road. A long and very costly road rebuilding
and protection program had to be implemented by
Fort Lauderdale to restore normal road access for
residents and to create protection against future
storms.
Clearly, the various dangers posed by rising levels
of the Atlantic Ocean are a major topic of interest in
South Florida. In a very unusual cooperative effort,
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the three major newspapers of our region (Miami
Herald, Sun Sentinel, Palm Beach Post) and WLRN
have joined together to produce a special series of
articles on rising waters and their numerous effects
on our communities. The articles can be found online
at www.theinvadingsea.com. These articles and the
numerous local flooding photos are eye opening and
thought provoking. They make a clear point that
measures need to be undertaken both locally and
globally. Some of these measures include reduction
of greenhouse gases, adaptation
through new building standards for
infrastructure and housing, and
improved regional water management.
Our planned December 2018
general membership meeting will be
focused on sustainability in the future
as sea levels continue to rise at an
accelerated pace. We will have a
presentation by city staff on the
history and future of the beach
renourishment and dune system
programs. The city has already
undertaken other efforts to increase
protections against sea level rise.
These steps include a Seawall
Vulnerability Study to provide
guidance for seawall repairs and
construction for public and private
seawalls, the increase in height for the
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seawall at Veterans Park, improvements in
stormwater management by adding preventers to
keep Intracoastal waters from flowing into our
streets, and increased use of reclaimed water for
irrigation to preserve fresh water, as near-ocean wellfields become useless due to increasing salt water
intrusion.
As a localized neighborhood
association, we have focused our
efforts on those sustainability actions
that can be undertaken by our city
government and by our membership.
Starting in 2012, we have made several
presentations as an education effort
to our membership on sea level rise
and its effect on our neighborhoods.
We have presented maps of
elevations on the barrier island to
highlight those specific areas most at
risk for flooding. These maps are
highly correlated with the flooding we
have been repeatedly experiencing
during King Tides. We have also
provided our membership with
information updates on the new flood
map designations recently adopted
for Palm Beach County and
recommended actions to maintain the
lowest property insurance premiums.

We also made presentations on
dune
vegetation
and
dune
management. A trustee of the BPOA
was also an active member of the
Rising Waters Task Force, which
presented to the City Commission an
extensive report with specific
recommendations to increase the
city’s resilience as sea levels continue
to rise. We will continue working with
our membership and city officials to
ensure that proactive steps will be
initiated and funded to protect Delray
Beach in the decades to follow.
The photos in this article
demonstrate some of the nuisance
flooding already occurring during
seasonal King Tides. Street flooding
can occur even on blue-sky days when
salt water from the Intracoastal rises
above sea walls or flows up through
storm water pipes. Even higher water levels would be
produced when King Tides coincide with strong
winds from the east, storm surge during tropical
storms, or due to rising ocean levels. These extra
water level sources would turn nuisance flooding into
more frequent and costly devastating damage events
for homes and infrastructure.

Marina District, October 2014

PARKING AND SPEED CONTROL
There is ongoing collaboration between representatives of the city and the Board
of Trustees to review parking and traffic policies, as automobile traffic is outstripping
the geographic capacity of the Barrier Island streets. Each of these issues will consider
safety as the primary objective as investigation and surveys are being initiated. There
are numerous examples of crowded, unsafe, and illegal on-street parking while paid
parking spaces are available on Ocean Blvd. and the various surface lots. There are
approximately 700 public parking spaces available near the beach at hourly rates much
lower than in other beach towns nearby.
The illegal parking on the very narrow streets in the beach area creates safety problems for both residents
and visitors. Pedestrians are forced to walk in the middle of the street and automobile traffic is hindered, often
having to drive through very narrow spaces created by illegally parked cars. At times the constricted streets
are not wide enough for trucks and wide emergency vehicles to pass through.
Before a revised parking policy can be considered, the city is currently surveying all
streets to determine where official No Parking signs can legitimately be positioned and
safe intersection visibility is maintained. Once completed and a draft parking policy is
established, resident meetings will be held to discuss and obtain resident input. This
probably will take place in the fall after northern residents return.
Now, looking at speeding, several streets have been studied and both Venetian Blvd.
and Andrews Ave. have been identified as having speed ranges well over the approved
limit. In order to control speeding, solar-powered radar signs will be installed at
designated locations identifying the speed limit and how fast a vehicle is going. Based
upon experience in the Seagate neighborhood, these signs do cause drivers to slow
down. The new speed signs will be in place later this summer.

BEACH MASTER PLAN
The new sidewalk promenade along the public beach on Ocean Blvd. has been essentially completed. The
city and the contractor are closing out the final warranty items which involves resurfacing small sections of the
sidewalks and replacing some vegetation damaged during Hurricane Irma last September. Phase Two is currently
being designed to add sidewalk lighting for pedestrian safety. The lighting fixtures will include turtle-friendly
lights on top of weather-resistant 12-foot poles made of spun concrete. Low level solar-powered bollard lights
will also be installed near beach entrances. The various pedestrian crosswalks along Ocean Blvd. will be rebuilt
to increase safety. A new fence design is being developed to ensure people do not trample into the dune from
the sidewalk and beach entrances. Several bike racks are also being added at various locations along the
promenade.

RECLAIMED WATER PROJECT
The city is continuing its major project to install reclaimed water pipes in the beach area this summer. The
final portion of this multi-year project on the barrier island is concentrated in the neighborhood just north of
Linton Blvd. along Ocean Blvd. and the east-west side streets. The purpose of this project is to save fresh water
while providing partially cleaned reclaimed water for landscape irrigation. You may recall that up to approximately
10 years ago wastewater was being dumped in the ocean through a pipe located near Atlantic Avenue.
Other related work during this project includes stormwater improvements to reduce flooding in this area’s
side streets and near the Atlantic Dunes parking lots. Both parking lots and Rhodes Villa Avenue and White
Drive suffer flooding problems during high tides on Intracoastal Waterway. The city has secured funds to repair
and install a public seawall adjoining the parking lots to reduce the flooding frequency and severity.
All this work has led to traffic interruptions along Ocean Blvd. north of Linton. At times only one narrow
lane is open and must be shared alternately by the northbound and southbound traffic. We advise residents
to use caution while driving and bicycling there.

IT’S TURTLE NESTING SEASON AGAIN
The BPOA and the City of Delray Beach encourages residents and visitors to keep beaches sea-turtle
friendly this summer, and to remember that sea turtle nesting season runs through November 1. We have
worked successfully with the city, businesses, and residents in converting lighting near the beach to turtlefriendly amber lights.
The three species of marine turtles that nest annually on local
beaches are green, logger head and leather back, which are listed
as endangered or threatened species.
Residents, businesses and visitors can help sea turtles by taking
a few important steps:
• Turn oﬀ any light sources that are directly visible from the
beach or seaward of the primary dune between sunset and
sunrise
• Remove all unattended beach furniture and other items,
including garbage, from the beach at night. This ensures that
hatchlings don't get caught up on their way to the ocean.
Marine turtle adults and hatchlings have died from
entanglement in beach furniture
• Be sure to tear down sand castles and ﬁll in any holes before
leaving the beach
Please do not handle marine turtles, their hatchlings or their
eggs, since disturbing them or their nests is a violation of state and
federal laws and this carries criminal penalties.
To report marine turtle nest poaching, hatchling disorientations, harassment or dead marine turtles, call the
Florida Fish and Wildlife hotline at 1-888-404-FWCC (3922).

Have questions or comments about BPOA programs or newsletter?
Let us know by contacting the website
or give us a call at 561-276-2632 and leave your call back number.

LIFEGUARD TOWERS
The city is in the ﬁnal stages of replacing the
lifeguard towers on the beach with larger and more
storm resistant towers. All eight towers along the
public beach are being replaced. The new towers
are being built on skids to allow them to be easily
relocated to maximize public safety as the width of
the beach changes over time due to storm activity
erosion or sand renourishment widening. The tower
roofs match the roof design of the Atlantic Avenue
pavilion and the two smaller gazebos at Nassau
Street and Laing Street along Ocean Blvd. The
lifeguard towers will also be painted with some
elements of a unique color for each tower.

ATLANTIC DUNES PAVILION
The pavilion at Atlantic Dunes park was
destroyed in the summer of 2016 through an act
of arson. Various permitting and construction
delays have delayed its replacement. In April
the construction resumed on the pavilion itself
and the adjoining boardwalk to the beach. The
design of the rebuilt pavilion will be very similar
to the original one but will be built under new
and stronger building standards to withstand
windstorm damage. At this time, however, the
anticipated completion date of late summer 2018
will probably not be met due to several
contracting and construction issues.
The project will also include the removal of
invasive plants and non-native trees. Native
Florida vegetation will be planted as a
replacement to establish a sustainable habitat
for the park.

DUES REMINDER
If you have yet to pay your 2018 dues please do so now - $25. You can either go to our website, bpoadrb.com and pay through Pay Pal or credit card, or send a check to BPOA, 455 NE 5th Ave., #D-272,
Delray Beach, FL 33483.
Sustaining — and growing — our membership is important and your annual dues support our ever vigilant
efforts to maintain our quality of life on the Barrier Island. We value your membership and interest in
the B.P.O.A.

BEACH PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.
455 NE 5th Ave., #D-272
Delray Beach, FL 33483

We Need Your Voice!
IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO, PLEASE RENEW YOUR BPOA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018
AND JOIN US TO CARRY OUT OUR IMPORTANT PROJECTS

! Please detach here !

BEACH PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT – DUES $25 PER YEAR PAYABLE IN JANUARY
q NEW MEMBER

q RENEWAL DATE ____________________

M______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Delray Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Apt. No____________ Telephone __________________________________________________________ Florida Resident ____________?
Email Address (please print clearly)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUMMER MAIL SHOULD BE SENT TO
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________________
Dates: From (months) __________________________________ through___________________________________
Please send form and payment to:
BPOA, 455 NE 5th Ave., #D-272 | Delray Beach, FL 33483 | For information call: 561.276.2632

NOTE: Dues may be paid with PayPal or credit card via BPOA web page: www.bpoa-drb.com

